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Description 
Much has been published in refereed scientific journals about the alleged 
harm done by use of deliberate burning to reduce fuels in natural 
vegetation. This book takes a tip from the philosopher Francis Bacon, 
using twenty one essays to discuss the history and philosophy of 
deliberate burning in south-west Australia.  

The author does not see himself as an expert on traditional use of 
fire by Noongar people, but presents some old letters by early European 
settlers on that matter, and the views on fire of an eccentric English 
forestry consultant who came here in 1914. 

Philosophical hints from Spike Milligan, Mary Midgely, the Duke of 
Wellington, Thomas Hobbes, Henry David Thoreau, Giambattista Vico, 
and others, are woven in, and a couple of examples of intriguing statistics 
from the scientific literature. Is there really no scientific evidence that 
parachutes work? Do we need a mathematical model of egg boiling? 

Who says philosophy is boring? Can it help us find a more cheerful, 
truthful, and effective approach to bushfire management and nature 
conservation? 

About the Author: 
David Ward has a PhD in Landscape Ecology, was formerly a Senior 
Research Scientist with the West Australian Department of Conservation 
and Land Management, and also a Senior Visiting Research Fellow at 
Curtin University, Perth, Western Australia. He has been involved in 
research into bushfire behaviour, bushfire ecology, and bushfire history 
for over forty five years.  
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